
From the Principal

Dear Parents,

The holy season of Advent began on November 27. We 

celebrate Advent and Christmas every year. Do we take 

the time to reflect on God’s presence among us? How

prepared are we each day to celebrate the Kingdom of 

God? The days of Advent help us to prepare for 

Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus. We are 

reminded of God’s faithfulness and of how deeply 

committed He is to us. Advent is a time filled with God’s 

grace when we are invited to reflect deeply on His love 

for us and on His presence to us. May we find many 

opportunities during the next four weeks to grow in our 

relationship with God. During these weeks many things 

like candles, lights, trees, decorations, cards, gifts 

remind us of the secular aspects of Christmas. We are 

challenged to center our lives and hearts on Jesus, the 

reason for our celebrations.

One of the symbols of Advent is the Advent wreath. It 

symbolizes our longing for the coming of Christ. The 

wreath is a circle of evergreen branches into which are 

set four candles, usually three are violet and one is pink. 

May the light of the candles of Advent remind us that 

Jesus is the “light of the world”. He comes into our 

darkness with the light of His love, His joy and His peace. 

May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise 

to bring us salvation.
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UPCOMING DATES 

12/1- Santa's Secret Workshop

12/2- Mass 

12/5- "Monday Blues" Dress Down 

12/6- Gr. 3 & 5 Buffalo Bills Field Trip 

12/6- Picture retakes 

12/6- Gr. 3-8 Sacrament of Reconciliation

12/8- Immaculate Conception Mass 

12/9- Report Cards 

12/12- Parent/Teacher Conferences- No

School for Students 

12/16- Mass & Nativity Play 

12/21- Mass & Christmas Sing-along 

12/21- Early Dismissal 

12/22-1/2 Christmas Break 

“Let it be known to all who enter Ss.
Peter and Paul, that JESUS CHRIST is
the reason for this school, the unseen

but ever-present teacher in all its
classes, the model of its faculty, and the

inspiration for its students.”
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From the Principal, continued...

The committee of teachers planned Advent activities. The Advent traditions used with the students 

during the daily morning prayer include the Advent wreath and the Jesse Tree. Each classroom will 

set up their Advent wreath. The Advent wreath set up in the school on the hallway reminds us of the 

four weeks of Advent. The students will remember some of the key figures who prepared for the 

coming of Jesus by placing the symbols on the Jesse Tree. Our daily prayer in the mornings will 

center on people like Abraham, Isaiah, Jonah, David, Solomon, Jacob, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, 

Joseph, and Mary. I encourage you at home to google the Jesse Tree and have your child be 

reminded of some of the key figures who prepared for the coming of Jesus. Students from all grades 

will participate in the morning prayer, according to the schedule given to the teachers.

The schedule of Advent activities was sent home in November. Students have opportunities to dress 

in Christmas colored clothing, sweaters, Christmas socks and pajamas. I’m sure they will like the 

Grinch day. Thank you to the families whose children already sent in their manger made of recycled 

materials. They are very creative, and beautiful. Classrooms are also using the “My Friend Gnome” 

box which is a similar idea to the Elf on the shelf but using a gnome. Students will also be engaged 

in Advent bingo. Clues will be given each day during morning/afternoon announcements. Each 

classroom will have a board and work as a team to determine if they have the answer to a clue on 

their board. Thank you to the teachers who planned all of the Advent activities in this wonderful 

season of hope.

One of the projects that our students and families will be working on during Advent is giving gifts to 

families in need. This is done through the Parish Outreach. This is coordinated through Parents’ 

Guild. Students are encouraged to do good deeds during Advent.

One of the fundraisers sponsored by Parents’ Guild is the “Monday Blues”. The children may 

participate in this for $20 per child or $40 per family, and wear jeans on the first Mondays of the 

months, with the next being December 5. Students may wear jeans, khaki pants, cargo pants, or 

sweatpants (or shorts depending on the season). Jeans must not have holes or slits in them. They 

should not be tight fitting. No pajama bottoms may be worn. Leggings cannot be worn as a stand- 

alone bottom. T-shirts or sweatshirts with inappropriate sayings and/or pictures are prohibited. All 

casual/dress down clothing must look neat, be free of rips, holes, or tears, and must be school 

appropriate. Clothing should not be tight fitting. Clothing must remain modest, and be neat in 

appearance. No tight fitting or revealing clothing (i.e. leggings or short shorts) should be worn.

Thank you to all the parents who help in our school in so many ways—the homeroom parents, the 

family who counts box tops, the parents who volunteer as lunch monitors, the parents who help 

with various activities for the students, the parents who are the Parents’ Guild officers. Thank you to 

our coaches! Thank you to the parents who attend the meetings of the Parents Guild. If you have not 

attended, please consider attending future meetings.



We are very grateful for the work and advice of our School Board. Thank you to the chair of Santa’s 

Shop and for the parents and the grade eight students who assisted the children in grades Pre K 

through five in making the crafts. Thank you to Mrs. Warren for organizing the “Reading Challenge”

for the classrooms during the month of November. Thank you to the families and students for 

making reading a priority. Congratulations to the two students who tied as top readers in the 

school by reading 6010 pages each---J. Britton (Gr. 5), and F. Wypych (Gr. 6). Students in grades 3 

and 5 are the top two classes who read the most. They will be going on Dec. 6 to the Buffalo Bills 

Stadium for a tour and a tailgate lunch. Let’s continue to read!!

Thank you to the families who supported the Thanksgiving Food Drive for Feed Hamburg in later 

October and early November. This food drive was organized by a few students in Gr. 6 and 8.

Thank you for your attendance at the in-person Parents’ Guild meeting on November 15. The next 

Parents’ Guild meeting is on January 10 at 6:30p.m.

Students in grades 3-8 will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the school day on 

December 5. Picture retakes are done on December 6.

We celebrate the holyday of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8. 

This is the Patronal Feastday of the USA. Mary was filled with God’s grace. God continues to pour 

out His grace in abundance upon all of us. May we be open to this gift of grace as Mary was. We can 

learn so much from the life of Mary, our Mother. Let us rejoice and thank God for the model of Mary, 

a woman of faith and trust. Our faculty and students will attend Mass on December 8.

I remind everyone that Parent Teacher Conferences take place on December 12. Parents were able 

to sign up in September or on “sign-up genius” for Middle School. If you still need to schedule a 

conference, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher. It is important that parents are aware of 

their child’s work as seen on the Parent Portal. Many teachers e-mail parents about the work that 

needs to be handed in for specific subjects.

We acknowledge students who practice the virtues and values that are designated for each month. 

The Catholic Schools received information from the Diocesan office in regard to the character 

program. Traits are set for each month. The trait for September was “welcoming”, October’s was 

“sportsmanship”, November’s was “service” and December’s is “appreciation”. A short video is 

available on the Diocesan website showing how the trait for the month can become a part of the 

school culture. Each school is asked to nominate a student at the end of the month for the 

Character Award. One of those chosen from the classrooms for our Student of the Month 

recognition will have their name sent to the Diocese. The student from each grade level who has 

the chance to be chosen from the school for the Diocesan Award will receive the Student of the 

Month Award at SSPP.
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From the Principal, continued...



These certificates will be presented to students at the end of a Mass celebration close to the end of 

each month. The SSPP Students of the Month for November and December will receive their 

certificate at the end of the Mass celebration in December. Parents of the November and December 

Students of the Month will be informed when those certificates will be presented to the students.

Six of our Middle School students are participating in the Diocese of Buffalo Catholic Schools Math 

League. This is the first year this event is taking place. The competition was to take place on Nov. 18, 

but was postponed to December 2 because of the snow event.

Some students in Gr. 8 were accepted to participate in the Leadership programs at Mt. Mercy 

Academy and at Bishop Timon-St. Jude H.S. There are four course dates during this school year, 

with the first being in mid November.

Our school is participating in the Buffalo Catholic Schools Spelling Bee. The class spelling bee 

competitions and school finals need to take place before the Christmas break. The top three 

students from SSPP will enter the Diocesan Spelling Bee finals Competition on Jan. 30 at Mt. St. 

Mary Academy. This is the first year this event is taking place.

Dismissal on Dec. 21 is at 11:20 a.m. Christmas break is from December 22-Jan. 2. Classes resume on 

January 3.

The faculty, staff and I extend to you and your family wishes for a peaceful Advent, a blessed and 

joy-filled Christmas, and a New Year 2023 filled with many graces. We continue to pray for peace 

and for everyone’s health and safety. Please continue to pray for a speedy recovery for Mrs. 

Wapshare.
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From the Principal, continued...



 

Prayer for Advent 
 

As we begin our Advent journey, guide us, dear God of Love.

Help us to recognize the great gift You have given us in Jesus,

and may we prepare well for His rebirth in our hearts.

On each day of this journey, may we move closer to Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the Light of the World.

Shine the light of Your grace upon us that we may follow Him faithfully.

In our preparations for Christmas, may we always remember

that Jesus is the reason for this blessed season!

Thank you, loving God, for this time of joy and expectation.

Walk with us and show us the way today and every day of Advent. Amen.

 

God bless you,

Sister Marilyn Ann
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From the Principal, continued...



Congratulations to our September Students of the Month. The trait was

“welcoming”.

Pre K - Olivia R.

Kdg. - Finn K.

1 - Liam C.

2  - Jude T.

3  - Penny P.

4  - Zoe S.

5  - Olivia A.

6  - Felicity W.

7  - Michael S.

8  - Erika O.

Congratulations to our Students of the Month for October. The trait for October

was “sportsmanship”. The certificates for both September and October Students of

the Month were distributed at the end of Mass on Oct. 28.

Pre K -  Leo C.

Kdg. -  Natalie S.

1  - Kaleb B.

2  - Dorothy T.

3  - Eli B.

4  - Francis T.

5  - Max V.

6  - Tricia F.

7  - Julianna H.

8 - Gabriel T.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2 P A G E  6

Student of the Month

 



At SS. Peter and Paul,
We... 

continue spiritual growth and

understanding of our faith

nurture students in an atmosphere of

kindness, love, and understanding

instill respect for ourselves and others, for

we are all children of God

educate to the highest standards of learning

develop the potential that lies within each

student

foster communication skills, creativity, and

independence
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Mission Statement 

“The mission of Ss. Peter and Paul, is to transform 

the lives of our Pre K through eighth grade 

students by being rooted in Catholic tradition 

and Gospel values. In partnership with families, 

we promote faith, respect, charity and quality 

education as we prepare students to reach their 

potential in a nurturing and challenging 

environment.” 

Additional News 

Main Office News  
Mrs. Lisa Lograsso is in the school office currently. 

When you send e-mails or notes to the office with 

any information for your child, please include 

your child's first and last name and grade. If your 

child is absent on any day, please e-mail both the 

school office and Tara Mandeville, our nurse.

 

 

12/5- Wear Santa hat or festive headband

12/6- Wear Christmas socks with your uniform

12/7- Uniform 

12/8- Dress up for Mass

12/13- Wear Christmas socks with your uniform 

12/14- Grinch Day- wear green or dress like a           

whoo

12/15- Wear festive colors or a festive sweater 

and jeans 

12/16- Dress up for Mass- Nativity Play 

12/19- Wear festive pajamas 

12/20- Wear Christmas socks with your 

uniform

12/21- Dress up for Mass- Christmas Sing-along

Holiday Dress up Days
 

 

Lunch Volunteers Needed
In an effort to reduce last minute requests for 

volunteers in the lunch room, we have put 

together a sign up genius for the remainder of 

the year for lunch room volunteering. We do have 

a couple of consistent volunteers that help in the 

lunch room (thank you to each of you), but by 

creating this signup we hope to make it easier for 

more parents to volunteer and ensure we have 2 

parents for each lunch period (vs 1 today). You’ll 

find 2 spots for every day in this signup. Please 

know that we are starting this process new so 

there may be some hiccups, but we’ll work 

through them.  

Click here to sign up 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044da5af29a4f58-sspp4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409044da5af29a4f58-sspp4


Thank you for the Halloween Activities- Parade and in the classroom with students/ trunk or treat  

What a great donation of candy to Troops 

December- Beginning Season of Advent is November- Grades 3-8 Advent Mass  

Picture retakes December 6th  

Report Cards on Portal on December 9th- parent/teacher conferences on the 12th 

Middle School- online sign up- parents haven’t seen yet (parent-teacher conferences) 

Math Competition- We have 6 students participating- took an in-house test and will be going to

Sacred Heart in OP to complete on Friday the 18th.  

December- Diocesan spelling bee- Grade level that would make school on December 19th and

then top 3 will go to Diocesan spelling bee on January 30th.  

Christmas Vacation- December 21st Early Dismissal 

December newsletter due to Kelly November 28th  

Jeans day for the meeting today is tomorrow 11/16.  

Advent Calendar activities schedule will be coming home with more details 

Marketing perspective- Keep connecting with veteran families with new families (Did this
happen???) 

Open House is on February 1st. – Different things that could take place that night besides families

coming in.  Book Fair will be that night- Science Display/Fair **Would like to have an ice-cream

social (We would need parents to volunteer) **Leslie will create a sign-up genius for volunteers  

No updates on tech teacher. Music teacher was sent to a posting- we got a resume  

Year to date we have raised $25, 600 dollars 

Goal for fundraiser is $41,000- we need to continue to sell tickets for the Christmas Cash Raffle

No specific sports fundraiser line- it was pushed into Parents Guild 

We used to have a treasurer  

We are making a motion to add a treasurer to the Parents Guild Board- Sarah Friedrich seconded

that nomination.  

Vote Taken- All members in attendance agreed to reinstate the position 

We can now open nominations for treasurer  

 

Saints Peter & Paul Parents Guild 

November 15, 2022 

 

Welcome and Introduction of officers: Lauren Gibson 

Opening Prayer: Sr. Marilyn

 

Old Business:  
Principal Report: Sr. Marilyn 

Fundraising Update: Lauren Gibson 
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Saints Peter & Paul Parents' Guild



Cash Raffle sale is currently occurring  

401 tickets sold as of today 11/15/2022 

Father Darrell did an extra plug at mass and it helped selling tickets at mass 

The last day to turn in tickets is November 30th.  

Drawing is December 3rd  

1,300 tickets need to be sold for us to reach our goal.  

Masses have all been full and we are selling 

Another email will go out this weekend for volunteers 

This year we will be having a Party at Rise Fitness studio on December 3rd  6:30-9:00 to choose

the winners of the cash Raffle 

There will be beer tasting, comedians- 80 chairs set up and take down and mop (volunteers

needed) 

**Try to have students come in to set up at 4:30 for volunteer hours 

$25 suggested minimum donations that will go to the Auction- 80 seats max 

Cash Raffle will be live for the donations.  

Venmo SSPP for tickets to the event 

If you signed up for the committee look for an email in the next few days for a meeting. 

We will meet via google meet 

Looking into Give Butter but haven’t played around with it- will sit down with Melissa and figure

that out. 

Goal- Look at revamping the kitchen/ funding for the marketing person 

Met last week- attendance was sparce- 26 emails 

Sending out survey asap 

Need to work on organizing equipment/ uniforms/etc.  

Waiting on organizing to do an inventory  

Coach T will be working on inventory. 

Email ASAP to get jerseys back- Fee if uniforms that are not returned ($25)- in the past we did a

deposit

Basketball Tournament Feb 9-12 and 16-19th   

Needs a co-chair and sign-up genius (Jacque P) *Alex will Co-Chair 

Gym Opportunities- lack of transparency with gym availability- expanded activities with our kids

(Basketball camp/ service hours, etc.) 

Fundraising Opportunities- looking at gym availability- Football Squares- Work -Around (look at

next year), mattress sale- Bill Caukins- has a lead on a mattress sale- OP Middle School raised

$8,000 

 

Cash Raffle: Jacque Partridge and Leslie Brooks 

Auction: Lauren Smith 

Sports Committee: Kelly Rosiek 
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Saints Peter & Paul Parents' Guild, continued...



Ice machine/Score Board and one of the refrigerators is not working- we believe the rectory 

knows.  

Email to all coaches to have equipment returned so that we can inventory (Kelly R to Coach T) 

Raise Right- Orders are going in tomorrow, December 1st and one additional date. Physical forms 

will be coming home as well. 

You can download the app and then buy the gift card- money is split with the families- a portion 

goes back to the school.  

Melissa is actively working. We will be using 1 family from our parish to adopt this holiday season 

2 families through Outreach 

Wishlist’s come back the week of Thanksgiving and then sign-up genius will come back. 

December 1st from 8-2 

We need 2-3 more volunteers 

Sign-up genius will go out next week for volunteers to send in supplies 

It will cost $5 per child- Venmo Attn: Santa’s Secret Shop 

Sign-Up genius is already out 

November 26th in the Village- Show up at 10:15 

Hand out candy to people 

Wear red/green things 

Potential conflict with Basketball tournament on February 10th  

Look at Knights of Columbus if needed.  

Jacque email Linda in the morning to double check on dates 

Sports Committee, continued:  

Raise Right: Sarah Friedrich 

New Business:  
Adopt a Family: Lauren Gibson 

Santa’s Workshop: Jacque Partridge/ Sarah F 

Holiday Parade: Jacque Partridge 

Meat Raffle 

 

Closing Prayer: Sister Marilyn  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 0

Saints Peter & Paul Parents' Guild, continued...



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 1



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 2



D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 3


